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release upon receipt
USD Announces New Mexico-U.S. Law Institute
The announcement of a new Mexico-United States Law
Institute, being established by the University of San Diego
School of Law, was made on Monday by Sheldon Krantz, dean of
the School, at the Third Annual U.S.-Mexico Border Governors
Conference luncheon held on the USD campus.
The Institute, still in the final planning stages, will
be conducted jointly with one or more Mexican law schools, for
five primary purposes: to expand knowledge of the legal systems
in both countries; to undert a ke research and development projects
with emphasis on reducing unnecessary legal barrier s to cooperation
and joint development; to stimulate exchanges of faculty and
students; to increase the number of Mexican-American law students
attending the USD law school; and to focus national attention on
important legal issues affecting the two countries.
"The futures of the United States and Mexico are inextricably
tied together," said Krantz.

"Nowhere is this more evident than

here, in the San Diego-Tijuana region, where the adv a ntages of
joint cooperation and economic development are so promising."
However, the law dean said, there are many differences between
the two countries which ''inhibit joint cooperation and
development."

He cited significant cultural and language

barriers, dissimilar legal systems, discriminatory laws in both
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countries, and ignorance about or confusion over the two legal
systems.
Krantz commented that the University of San Diego is in
an excellent position to create the institute, both because
of its geographical location and because of its demonstrated
competence in international programming--the School for
several years has operated summer programs for law students in
Guadalajara as well as abroad, and offers a Master's degree
program in Comparative Law.
Projected undertakings for the new Institute include:
training and legal education programs for lawyers, academics,
students, and corporate executives in both countries, comparing
legal systems with special focus on tax and banking laws;
creation of a Mexican Law Collection at USD, with volumes of
major significance translated into English; exchanges of faculty
and students between USD and at least one of the leading Mexican
law schools; increased emphasis on Mexican-American comparative
law in the existing Master's program; sponsorship of national
conferences on issues of importance to both countries, e.g.,
those relating to the fishing industries; and a joint research
and development program focused on priority law-related problems
currently inhibiting economic development and joint cooperation.
Krantz said support from the legal, business, and academic
communities on both sides of the border have been "extremely
positive."

Operation of the Institute is expected to be underway

within the next few months.
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